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When in the course of human events, it 
becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which 
the laws of nature and of nature's God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed, 

That whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute new Government, laying 
its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their 
Safety and Happiness... 

1. (Lines 7-11) If a group of people wish 
to abolish their government, what do 
they need to do first? 

2. (Lines 14-16) What are the three 
unalienable Rights that are granted to 
the people by birth? 

a.

b.

c.
  

3. (Lines 24-28) Once a group of people 
abolish a government, what are they able 
to do next? 
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...But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
object evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute despotism, it is their right 
(the colonists’ right), it is their duty, to 
throw off such government, and to 
provide new guards for their future 
security...The history of the present King 
of Great Britain is a history of repeated 
injuries and usurpations, all having in 
direct object the establishment of an 
absolute tyranny over these states.

4. (Lines 29-32 and 37-40) Why do the 
colonists have the right to overthrow 
the British government?  

The Declaration of Independence



DIRECTIONS: The Declaration of Independence lists 27 complaints (grievances) the 
colonists have against King George III. Six of those complaints are listed below. Draw a 
picture of each “crime” he is accused of committing by the colonists.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
standing armies

He has cut off our trade with all parts of 
the world.

He imposes taxes on us without our 
consent.

He has plundered our seas...

He has deprived us, in many cases, of the 
benefits of trial by jury…

He has burnt our towns...

6. Why do you think the Congress (and the author, Thomas Jefferson) blamed the King 
for everything?
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We, therefore, the representatives of 
the United States of America, in 
General Congress, assembled... do, in the 
name, and by the authority of the good 
people of these colonies, solemnly 
publish and declare, that these united 
colonies are, and of right ought to be 
free and independent states; that they 
are absolved from all allegiance to the 
British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the state 
of Great Britain, is and ought to be 
totally dissolved.

7. (Lines 46-54) What do the colonists 
declare at the end of the Declaration of 
Independence? 

1. What mood is this song setting? 

2. How is he reacting to the colonists deciding to declare independence? 

3. How do you know? What evidence from the song tells you how he feels? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-

_____Complete - Work provided above demonstrates student’s thoughtful assessment of the information. 
_____Incomplete - Student provided some evidence of thinking, but the information provided was not complete, 
or answers were incorrect.

DIRECTIONS: In the musical “Hamilton,” King George III reacts to the colonists declaring 
independence. Listen to the song “You’ll be Back,” to analyze his reaction. 
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When in the course of human events, it 
becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which 
the laws of nature and of nature's God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed, 

That whenever any form of government 
becomes destructive of these ends, it is the 
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute new Government, laying 
its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their 
Safety and Happiness... 

1. (Lines 7-11) If a group of people wish 
to abolish their government, what do 
they need to do first? 

The colonists need to explain why they’re 
separating from the British. 

2. (Lines 14-16) What are the three 
unalienable Rights that are granted to 
the people by birth? 

a. life

b. liberty

c. The pursuit of happiness
  

3. (Lines 24-28) Once a group of people 
abolish a government, what are they able 
to do next? 

The colonists should form their own 
government that is more concerned with 
their safety and happiness. 
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...But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
object evinces a design to reduce them 
under absolute despotism, it is their right 
(the colonists’ right), it is their duty, to 
throw off such government, and to 
provide new guards for their future 
security...The history of the present King 
of Great Britain is a history of repeated 
injuries and usurpations, all having in 
direct object the establishment of an 
absolute tyranny over these states.

4. (Lines 29-32 and 37-40) Why do the 
colonists have the right to overthrow 
the British government?  

The King of England has been 
repeatedly abusive towards the 
colonists. He’s been a tyrant. 

The Declaration of Independence
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DIRECTIONS: The Declaration of Independence lists 27 complaints (grievances) the 
colonists have against King George III. Six of those complaints are listed below. Draw a 
picture of each “crime” he is accused of committing by the colonists.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, 
standing armies

He has cut off our trade with all parts of 
the world.

He imposes taxes on us without our 
consent.

He has plundered our seas...

He has deprived us, in many cases, of the 
benefits of trial by jury…

He has burnt our towns...

6. Why do you think the Congress (and the author, Thomas Jefferson) blamed the King 
for everything?

Answers will vary. However, the Congress placed the blame on the King specifically, 
because it was easier to target just him than the entire Parliament. 
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We, therefore, the representatives of 
the United States of America, in 
General Congress, assembled... do, in the 
name, and by the authority of the good 
people of these colonies, solemnly 
publish and declare, that these united 
colonies are, and of right ought to be 
free and independent states; that they 
are absolved from all allegiance to the 
British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the state 
of Great Britain, is and ought to be 
totally dissolved.

7. What do the colonists declare at the end 
of the Declaration of Independence? 

They declare that they are free and 
independent from the British. 

1. What mood is this song setting? 

It’s fake and sarcastic. He seems friendly, but he’s not.

2. How is he reacting to the colonists deciding to declare independence? 

He’s upset with them, but he also thinks that they will fail in their efforts. 

3. How do you know? What evidence from the song tells you how he feels? 

There are several quotes, but the most popular one is when the king says, “ I will kill your 
friends and family, to remind you of my love.”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

_____Complete - Work provided above demonstrates student’s thoughtful assessment of the information. 
_____Incomplete - Student provided some evidence of thinking, but the information provided was not complete, 
or answers were incorrect.

DIRECTIONS: In the musical “Hamilton,” King George III reacts to the colonists declaring 
independence. Listen to the song “You’ll be Back,” to analyze his reaction. 


